123072 TR 1Y Y0 200
Substantiating Emunah

Sources from Rishonim and Achronim
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Response to a question that I sent to
Maran HaGaon R’ Chaim Kanievsky, shlita.
(I received this answer from the Rosh Kollel of
Yeshiva Kesser Torah in Toronto)
In honor of my friend, R. Dovid Sapirman, shlita,
Greetings!

Regarding your request, I was with Maran HaGaon R’
Chaim Kanievsky, and I presented him with your
question. “Is it proper to allow students in yeshivos and
Bais Yaakov schools to ask questions regarding emunah
during class? Perhaps, we should be concerned that this
could possibly be detrimental to students whose emunah
is intact.” Maran responded that we do not have to be
concerned that these questions will corrupt other
students. When I asked him if he was prepared to put
this in writing, he replied that this is so obvious, there is
no need to write it.

With friendship and esteem,
Avraham HaKohen Kahn
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Moreinu HaGaon R’ Aharon Leib Steinman, shlita
The Reason That We Do Not Value Tefilla.
(from the Sefer 22 72K)

Some ask why, in our generation, most people do not
have a strong feeling for tefilla. They said in the name
of a gadol that the reason is because we do not realize
how much our tefilla helps. But, actually, the reason is
even simpler. We are lacking in emunah. If we would
feel, during davening, that we are standing before 7"2p7
and speaking directly with Him, we would certainly feel
a wondrous feeling about our davening. Since we are
lacking in emunah, we do not experience the true ta’am
of tefillah.
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The Chafetz Chaim, zt”1
This issue was already felt by (the zakan hador of his
days) the Chafetz Chaim.
There is another thing I want to say to arouse our
brothers, the Bnei Yisroel, about this lofty (important)
topic. It is well known that the custom of the early
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generations was to say every day after davening the 13
Tenets of Belief (these are the 13 1nxn "IX). This was
established through the words of chazal (Makkos 23).
Chavakuk established the that theme of all mitzvos is
emunabh, as it says “7°m 1n1nR1A p7X7”. Therefore, in our
generation, in which emunah has become weakened,
due to our many sins, it is a great mitzvah upon each and
every one to strengthen himself regarding this to say
them (the 1&n °1X) after davening, as was the custom of
our fathers previously.
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Hagaon R’ Moshe Feinstein, zt*’1

Yorah Deah, Chelek GImmel, siman 71

Also the Gaon R’ Moshe Feinstein wrote in his responsa
that in every generation and especially in these
generations, it is necessary to teach students topics of
emunah.

“We see from this that, also in the earlier generations,
Hashem wanted that we should see to it that the tenets
of emunah should be explained to students, and we
should not rely (on the fact) that they see various
righteous and pious people. And He commanded that
they should explain to them how, from this mitzvah of
shmitta, one can know about all the mitzvos. This
(explaining) helps them fulfill the mitzvos even more
than seeing how the wholes generation is observing all
the mitzvos of Hashem. And if so, now, due to our great
sins that we do not see the miracle of shmitta and sotah,
even in a worthy generation, one must search (for ways)
how to educate and teach the students. And certainly in
a poor lowly generation such as this one, that on the
surface one does not see any of the good behaviors, it is
necessary to delve into how to teach them and to educate
them so there should be a permanence to what we are
teaching them.”

“However, after thought, this is proper advice: that the
teacher must sweeten belief in HKB’’H for them, ...
(regarding) the actual creation, and (the fact) that He
gives life and sustenance and support to all, -that without
Him, it is impossible to live even for one moment, and
also (regarding) the belief that He gave the Torah and
mitzvos. (The teacher should)... make them (the
mitzvos) sweet so that they will know that fulfilling a
mitzvah is more precious than all treasures and gold, and
(more enjoyable than) all the pleasures of the world, for
with ...(a mitzvah) one buys eternal life.’
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The necessity to establish belief through intellect

The Radak, zt”l (Divrei Hayamim I, Perek 28)

“David Hamelech 71"y, commanded his son, Shlomo
Hamelech 71"y, “Know the G-d of your fathers and serve
Him.” On this Pasuk, the Redak explains: you should
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rely on the mesorah (tradition) until you will know it by
yourself.” This means that one must begin with
accepting the emunah from his fathers and teachers, but
after this, one must contemplate until he will
acknowledge with his own intellect that this is the
absolute truth.
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Rabeinu Bachya, zt”1

(Parshas Re’eh, Perek 13, Pasuk 7)

“...that you and your fathers did not know...” It is
possible to explain that he is alluding here to the two
parts of emunah. One way is knowing through tradition
and the other is knowing through intellect. One who
believes because of a kabala received from his fathers
has a good (strong) emunah because it is truthful. But it
is not a complete faith, because it does not involve
intellect. This can be compared to a blind man who
walks among a group of blind men and each one is
holding on to the hand of his friend. There is one seeing
person in front of them and he leads them. Surely, they
are all walking on a straight and proper path since they
are holding on to the path of the seeing person. So too,
one’s emunah through mesorah, without intellect is a
smooth path and we are relying one on the other until
Moshe Rabeinu n"y. We are following in his ways
because (it was originally heard) with our own ears, and
our fathers told it over to us, but there is no absolute
faith.....Therefore a person should not be complacent to
accept emunah solely through kabala (transmission).
Rather, he should learn and increase his wisdom until
his emunah becomes complete, and his emunah will be
both through transmission and through intellect. (see
there for further elaboration.)
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Maharsha, Brachos 17a in the middle of the paragraph
beginning with 3

Every man is required to use his intellect in knowing the
essence of the Oneness, the Omnipotence, and the
Knowledge of His ways, etc. according to the
capabilities of his knowledge. But, (he should come to
this realization only) through our faith and the Torah.
Anything that seems to be against the Holy Torah, he
should not believe in it. (Rather), he should attribute (the
contradiction) to his limited understanding.
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Shelah Hakodesh, zt*’1 , ("X 2nRn — n1nRn 7wy)

The first Ma’amar is that Hashem is One. The root of
this (belief) is the root of everything. X nawm i nyT™
("% — '7 ©™27) DP2KA X 700 7222 “And you should
know this day and take it to your heart that Hashem is
G-d...” That is to say, knowing in your heart with a
realization in addition to (knowing) because of the
transmission of emunah from your fathers, as the author

byt wTRR Y
('R MRA - MNRAD 7WY)
X177 0°7277 W IR 1T VAR RIT WK AR
X177 77 °2 7299 DR 2w 010 DYTY DWW v
7AW 292 YT MY Ax0 L(079-'7 0°027) 'DOpYRT
DY IR IWRD L1MAR T¥A 7927 DY A0 NN




of the Chovos Halevovos elaborates in Sha’ar Hayichud.
And this is hinted to in what is written (71" 'R "’ *727
"0 —) “Par "P17R & ¥7” He wishes to say: in addition to
the emunah that was instilled in your heart through your
father (the transmission from man to man), you should
also know it yourself through personal realization. And
this is hinted in the pasuk °aR PR MW Hp 1"
"R, When it is 999 - through my own realization
and knowledge, then 1Ry, from the W% of XM "IX .
(see Rashi 2"%p naw- (12 7 M 7"7 This means - I and
He are attached together, figuratively, since the
knowledge is embedded in my heart. However, when I
do not have the knowledge (of Hashem’s Oneness)
through my own realization but rather from transmission
(2K *P17K), then 131Xy -1 will cause Him to be raised.
Hashem will be raised and uplifted and thus I will be
distant from Him in the recesses of my heart.

Therefore the obligation rests on one to be an expert in
the proofs of the Chovos Halevovos. It should be
understood in one’s heart very very well, and the entire
7177 W should be in one’s heart and memory, to know
and to understand that “Hashem is One and His name is
One.
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The opinion of the Vilna Gaon zt”1 brought down in the
Sefer wx1 n2:

The Vilna Gaon was very fond of the sefer MRni1 NI
and the sefer m23%7 n2n. And instead of 7°7 2w he
said to learn the *1> 790 which is “holy and pure, and
most of the faith of klal Yisroel and the Torah are
contained within it.”
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Baal Shem Tov, zy”a, (taken from Sefer Kesser Shem
Tov, number 206 and The Baal Shem Tov’s peirush on
Chumash, Parshas Noach &"»p °0.)

The reason that we say 11°MaR PR 1POX is that there
are two types of people who believe in Hashem. One
type believes in Hakadosh Boruch Hu, since he follows
in the ways of his fathers who preceded him, and his
faith is strong. The second type of 72X is the one who
reaches the level of religious faith through his own
intellectual investigation. The difference between them
is that the first type of believer has an advantage that it
is impossible to convince him (to lose his faith). Even if
one were to tell him many contradictions, chas
veshalom, he would not sway, because his emunah is
strong from the tradition of his fathers, and he did no
investigation of his own. However, he also has a
disadvantage because his emunah is 77271 WK M7,
it is rote without any intellect or reasoning. But the
second type of believer has an advantage that since he
recognizes Hashem through great investigation, he is
strong in his complete belief and his total love.
However, he also has a disadvantage that it may be
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possible to entice him (to weaken his faith). If one was
to bring proofs that contradict his own investigations, he
may be convinced otherwise, chas vesholom. But
regarding one who believes through both methods, there
is nothing better. He can rely on his fathers before him
securely, and additionally, since he has done his own
intellectual investigations, his faith is complete and
good. To this ideal, we say, 1’NaR PRI PN,
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R. Levi Yitzchok M’Berditchev (Kedushas Levi),
zy””a, (from the Commentary on the Hagadda on the
paragraph D1pni 7172.):

Behold, the Ari z’’] wrote on the pasuk: ( (2 ,) 7yw”
A9 DY 1937 1702 2°NWAY 11D 0 2°nw3, the rule is
that it is forbidden for a person to investigate, about the
service of G-dliness, that which his mind is not capable
of understanding, ch’’v. This is like someone who
denies the fundamentals, as our chachomim say, “What
is above is forbidden, etc.” This is referring to the above
pasuk. However, one should not say, “If so, I will not
even investigate that which my intellect can grasp.” This
is forbidden. On the contrary, a person is required to
investigate that which his intellect is capable of
understanding. Yet, to contemplate that which no man
can understand — that is forbidden. In truth, Hashem has
no end and it is impossible for any mortal to grasp Him
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Noam Elimelech, zy’’a, (Parshas Kedoshim, Page 238)
“It is necessary for a person to know Hashem through
His wondrous and awesome deeds, and to connect the
worlds to the unlimited G-d - that this is the main point
of the Avodah of Hashem (see Ohr Yakar on parshas
Noach, pamphlet 4, 91). A person should not say by
himself that it is enough that he believes that there is one
true Creator, and now (it is not necessary) to investigate
and seek out His wondrous deeds. This is not the true
way. Rather, he should know Hashem through His
actions like the pasuk says (Divrei Hayamim I, 28,9) ¥7
1723 AR PR nR. This is through His wondrous
actions. (See Chovos Halevavos, Shaar Habechina,
Perek 2.) (That) the Creator, Blesssed is He, does not
have a body or the form of a body and we cannot ascribe
to Him our perceptions of a body, except through his
deeds - and we need to serve Him from the bottom to the
top. (First, we must understand Him from His actions in
this world, then we can apply it to the world above.) See
further Zohar in Acharei Mos 56.
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Hagaon, Moreinu Yitzchok Eliyahu Landau, The
Maggid of Vilna, zt’’1, In the Otzar Hatefillos, in the
peirush 017w 117

1 MAR PIPRIIPPIOR. It seems that it would be proper to
say 1wmaR ;2R and then wpox, for our fathers
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preceded us in time. Rather, this concept of the
perfection of the avoda is that every man is required to
try to plumb the depths of his soul to know Hashem
according to that which his intellect can grasp.
Therefore, from the perspective of our own intellect and
understanding, we are capable of understanding His
godliness — that is 11°P19%. But regarding the more
elevated level of understanding such as our fathers had,
we must rely on the mesorah of our fathers (because we
are not capable of their level of cognizance). That is
what we refer to as 1°mMaR P17,

TIVT IR IR TR TR IMARY 1PORY 11NN
S5TNWAR 271 QIR OW R ATava mndhww ara
79 »WN WK °93 7 DR NYTY 190w 77Yna MTYS
IMPYR DO°WN AMIRY 122w N7 T3 197 .NAwn
M2ART WWAW 92 T 7R TANY IPYR NI
IRN2 772 KT 197 1NN 17727 DY 7712 IR 2200

" MR PR 117N

From the Peirush 701 v¥ in the name of the M= X» 0715,

Found in the Sefer m%na 1xx:

O712% P19k We say three times the word *p12X, whereas
one time would have been enough - ,pn¥> ,0772K PPN
apy. This is similar to what we find Dovid said to his
son (0 7109 1" 1 °727) TR PPI9R DX YT °12 0w ANK
772w, The simple explanation is that a man should not
believe in Hashem merely because of his father’s
custom. This is the way of the nations of the world.
Rather (his faith should be based on) his investigation of
our holy Torah, that Hashem is the Creator, Blessed be
He, and His exalted name. Therefore, he says,” Know
the God of your father” - through investigating. We find
that Avraham Avinu was the first one to investigate and
he publicized Hashem’s Omnipotence in the world. In
his days, they were worshipping stars and constellations.
But if we would say 2py» prx> omnaR pR, I would
think that Avraham was the first one to investigate His
Omnipotence, and his sons Yitzchok and Yaakov
(merely) relied on his faith. Therefore, we say *?17% by
each one of the Avos. This shows us that each one
independently made his own investigation and found
that there was only One Hashem. ...This (concept)
strengthens our holy emunah.
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From words of the Chasam Sofer and his teacher the
“Baal Haflaah” (Rabbi Pinchos Horowitz), zt*’1:

In the sermons of the Chasam Sofer, he writes to explain
the pasuk, .11 vown? 727 Tan X729 ° If doubt emerges in
a topic of emunah in one’s heart, (that) this comes to him
from Hashem in order that he should contemplate it and
arise at a correct explanation (conclusion). Through this,
his level will become greater. He also mentions in the
name of his Rebbe, the Haflaah, a similar concept to this
in the pasuk 25 Nw1 191 ' 7P YWD YA OR NRN
TIR97 "7 °aR 211 vpi. That if there will be a topic that
appears like a Chok in his eyes (he does not understand
the reason for it), this doubt comes to him in order that
he should attain (a greater level of cognizance) and he
will understand it well, on an even stronger basis, etc.
And he will also be (held accountable and) punished for
this if he does not contemplate this. (See there)
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Alter M’Kelm

And so wrote the Sabba M’Kelm in the Sefer q01 7non,
which is similar to the paragraph from the Baal Shem
Tov (referenced above), almost word for word. The
most preferred emunah is faith through transmission
from the fathers, accompanied with intellectual belief.
(>a72"n)

L'y abpn Naon
YUPI M3 10 TADM 1902 OPpn X207 2N I *
INARAY APna ahn o vynd R 2w ow hyan
ay YR MR N72ap 7 DY NNRT X DN
(377 2"n) Yows nIWN
OPRY ,OTX 12 72070 DIAR 0D Panh we anyY
5"12 °n9 PNAR PO AR L,ON0 PO ,2oW NUANa2
DINT TN 790 YV OTWOPAN....OrPY TI00 37 PR
(23 77 'R PYr2) 7.5oW DR 1NR 2P

Ohr Yechezkel (Darchei Ha’Avodah, page 107)
Acquiring Belief — Remembering Yetzias Mitzraim

I was motivated to speak today a bit on the topic and the
manner of our obligation to clarify emunah. The reason
for this is due to the feeling from a particular occurrence
that happened to me. One time I asked a student from
among the yeshiva students, “Is it known to you that
there is a Creator of the world, One who controls
nature?” (I will not repeat and remember exactly the
words that were said, but this was the gist of the words.)
And he answered me “Certainly”, for is he not a
believer? And I continued and 1 asked him, “True,
certainly there is belief in the world and you are a
ma’amin, but do you know the source of this belief?
What is the basis of your knowledge and understanding?
What is the foundation that your belief is built upon?”’
And for this (question), his mouth had no answer.

As a result, I am compelled (to ask): Is it possible that a
man will live a long life of seventy or eighty years and
he does not know the source of his belief — and all his
knowledge relies only on the fact that he is included
among, ‘the believers’? Yet he does not know at all what
is the meaning of emunah, and all his words and sayings
have no meaning, and he does not recognize at all what
is hidden behind his words and his belief.

And from now, what purpose is there for all his mitzvos
that he does throughout all the days of his life? Is not the
foundation of observing the mitzvos in the knowledge
and the fulfillment of the command of Hashem? And if,
since he does not know and recognize that it (emuna) is
a commandment, this (superficial belief) is not
considered to be included in the realm of fulfilling the
mitzvos. And these are the words that are explicit in the
words of the Mechilta, etc.. Therefore, when all belief is
superficial and simple, like the answer of that student
that did not know to elucidate and to explain what is the
source of his emuna, - Only when I enlightened him and
I said to him that the foundation of his emuna is built on
Yetzias Mitzraim and the Revelation at Har Sinai, like
we say in the tefilla of 7181 NAR 2°¥" NaR, he nodded
his head and agreed to my words - Can this be called
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emunah, and from this strength can one fulfill the
decrees of n"wn?
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Rav Wolbe zt’’]l (to a student who presented to him
various questions about emunah), (Regarding) doubts
in emunah... an opening for chizuk. Parshas Vayikra
1962 Stockholm, Copenhagen:

My beloved friend, peace and blessing and all good to
you!

I received your letter, and even though it is very difficult
to write about such great matters in print, I do not want
to leave you without an answer, although it is brief:
Behold, I am writing to you briefly. If some doubt falls
in the heart of a man in a topic concerning emunah, he
should know that precisely within this doubt is hidden
the precious opening to enlighten, to give insight in his
avodas Hashem, and to strengthen his emunah. And
therefore, when this doubt surfaces, one should not
suppress it as one would try to suppress a thought of sin.
But, one should intentionally think into, clarify, and put
effort to fulfill the mitzvas aseh of 2% mnawm ari Ny ™
...722%. This is the mitzvah to contemplate and to find a
logical opening, especially with regards to emunah.
Behold, I know that the innocent ones amongst the
laypeople think that one must serve Hashem precisely
with simplicity. They think that this means not to utilize
intellect. But behold, my beloved friend, why should
any question in emunah be minimized (more than) any
small question in the topic of gemarra that you are
learning? (To answer that,) you will search and turn it
over excessively until you reach a satisfactory answer.
Especially in the topic of emunah, should we not partner
with our intellect? But the small-minded believers think
that it is dangerous to think on topics of emunah, lest
perhaps they will not find a satisfactory answer and will
remain with a question. But this is only the small-
mindedness of people regarding emunah. For this, one
must know that in this world, whose entirety speaks of
the glory of Hashem and tells over His handiwork, it is
impossible not to find proof of emunah. If we just begin
to think a little bit, the emunah will become clear with a
tremendous clarity, like the sun at midday.

But behold, this work of strengthening faith with
intellect - its place and its time is primarily during
davening. There are times that one should combine his
intellect with his avodas hatefilla to think about the
truthfulness of all the things that we say during our
tefillos. (He must) not be satisfied with emotion and
enthusiasm alone, but on clarity with intellect and to
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enlighten with substance. Behold, these things are very
lengthy and my intention is only to hint to you about this
way, how to expand on one’s faith instead of pushing
away the doubts. And behold, I hope and pray that soon
we will meet in person and in peace, and then we will
speak iy”’h more on this important topic....

I wish you peace and blessing, and all good,

Your friend who loves you and seeks your peace always
S. Wolbe
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R. Shimshon Pincus, zt’’1 in the name of the Brisker
Rav, zt™’I:
(from the sefer Nefesh Shimshon [ page 105])
“Between Believing and Knowing”
We are accustomed to use the concept of ‘believing’ for
all the thirteen principles of faith. However, the truth is
that the intention is the concept of ‘knowing’. Someone
asked the Brisker Rav, zt”’1, When Mashiach will come
and the situation will be one of 213 '3 IR AYT YIRA RN
o°oon °7 (Yeshayahu 11, 9) how will we fulfill the
mitzvah of emunah? The Brisker Rav answered him:
There will always be things that are above his ability to
comprehend.
The meaning of "Leha’amin” is to believe in those
things that are greater than one’s level of understanding
(above his intellectual grasp), in those things that we
cannot explain by ourselves. But to know that there is a
Creator of the world, and that the world did not come
into existence by itself, and that there is one singular and
only (G-d), and that there is a “leader of a building” and
there is a Hashem of Yisroel who gave the Torah — all
this is our duty to know! Whoever does no know this is
simply a fool that does not open his eyes! In truth, after
a man knows — there is still room to believe. Because if
he will begin to investigate this- he will see that he does
not understand it all. And that which he does not
understand, he is compelled to believe.
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R. Elchonon Wasserman, zt’’1, from the first discourse
brought in o mkn y2p with the title “Discourse on
Emunah” after he asks several questions, among them -
how can we require a bar/bas mitzvah in the mitzva of
faith when even great philosophers did not reach belief
in Hashem? He writes that belief is undeniable to anyone
who is not a fool.

“But when we contemplate this, we find that belief that
Hashem created the world is imperative to any thinking
person, if he is not a fool. One does not need philosophy
to attain this knowledge. And these are the words of the
Chovas Halevovos (" P79 , 7m0 7ww): There are people
who say that the world came to being through
coincidence, without a Creator, ch’’v. It is a wonder in
my eyes how such a thought could enter one’s mind! If
a man would say, concerning a water wheel that rotates
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to irrigate a field, that it was fashioned without the intent
of a craftsman, we would think him foolish and crazy...
It is well known that (when) things are (created) without
intention, no sign of wisdom is found among them. And
do you not see that if a person suddenly spills ink on
clean paper, it is impossible that any organized writing
would be formed? If organized writing would be
brought before us, and one would say that the ink spilled
on the paper by itself and formed the words, we would
discredit him... (see there)

How is it possible for a thinking person to say on the
entire creation that it was made by itself? (Don’t) we see
deep signs of unlimited wisdom in every step, and much
wondrous wisdom apparent in the inner structure of a
man and the arrangement of his limbs and strengths?!
...All the doctors and surgeons will attest to this, and
how is it possible to say such about an amazing
mechanism like this that it was made by itself without
the intent of the maker? And if a man would say about a
clock that it was made by itself, would we not think he
is crazy? And all of these matters are found in the
medrash: A story: A heretic came to Rabbi Akiva and
said to him, “Who created the world?” Rabbi Akiva
answered, “Hashem.” The heretic said, “Show my clear
(proof)” Rabbi Akiva responded, “Who wove your
garment?” The heretic said, “A weaver.” Rabbi Akiva
said to his students, “Just like the cloak testifies to the
weaver, and the door to the carpenter, and the house to
its builder, so too, the world attests to Hashem, that He
created it” These are the words of the medrash.

...And from the first tenet — belief in Hashem, - comes
forth a corollary proving the second tenet — Torah from
heaven. Because after (we establish that) the purpose of
all creation is to do the will of the Owner...and (yet) it
is obvious that human intellect has no power to know
the celestial knowledge and to comprehend the will of
Hashem. If Hashem would not make known His will,
then creation would remain without any purpose. How
is it possible for man to do the will of Hashem if he does
not know what His will is? Therefore, we are completely
compelled to say that Hashem revealed His will and His
desire to mankind through the revelations of His
shechina in the world — and this is Torah min
Hashamayim.
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Rav Dessler, zt”’l, (Michtav M’Eliyahu Vol 1 page
170):

...that one who believes in HKB’’H, when he
contemplates in the creations and he sees the great
wisdom in the creation, and also when he will look at
the individual supervision and see the details, he will
understand clearly that Hashem does all this, etc. His
heart will tell him that it is impossible that his fathers
and his teachers, who love him, would lead him falsely
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and try to trick him that he should not enjoy his life in
this world, etc.
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The Steipler, zt’l, in his sefer on strengthening
Emunah, 07w »n (‘2 919 *1w o), the author goes in the
footsteps of The Chovos Halevovos, Shaar HaBechina,
where he writes a long chapter on the wonders that are
evident in the body of a person.
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The Necessity to Establish The Belief in Revelation
(Assemblage) at Har Sinai, Ramban in Parshas
V’Eschanan, commentary on the verse: 191 72 0w pA:
But this Pasuk, according to my opinion, in a mitzvas X?
nwyn. Be greatly warned, that like He said we should be
careful in all the mitzvos, and we should guard the laws
and precepts to do them, He repeated (the word) p. I am
strongly warning you to be careful and guard yourself
very much to remember from where the mitvos came
to you — that you should not forget the assemblage at
Har Sinai, from all the things your eyes saw there - the
thunder, and the lightning, the honor and the greatness,
and His words that you heard there from the midst of
fire.

And all these things that your eyes saw at this dignified
assemblage, you should make known to your children
and grandchildren forever.

And he explained the reason that Hashem made this
assemblage in order to teach from it that to fear Him all
the days, and you should teach your children for eternity.
If so (Therefore, you do likewise), you should do so
yourself and you should not forget Him. And behold,
before He (will)mentioned the commandments that were
said there, he warned about the transgression that we
should not forget anything about this assemblage and we
should not remove it from our hearts forever.

He also commanded a mitzvas asei, that we should make
it known to all our children, from generation to
generation everything that happened there, that was seen
and heard. And the benefit of this mitzvah is very great.
(That) if the words of the Torah would have come to
solely from the mouth of Moshe alone - even though his
prophesy is true with signs and wonders, if there will
come ... a prophet or a dreamer and he will command
us the opposite from the Torah and he will give us a sign
or wonder, doubt may enter in the hearts of man.
However, if the Torah reaches us through the mouth of
The Almighty Hashem into our ears, and our eyes see it,
there is no intermediary. (If )an instigator or a doubter
will come to deny anyone who argues and any doubters.
He will be considered a liar. No sign will help him and
no wonder will save him from death by our hands, for
we know that he is lying. This is what is says there ( MW
027 1aR® 72 o3 'v v") For when we will convey this
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happening to our sons, they will know that this thing is 55597 DMWY
true without doubt, as if every generation saw it. For we
would not testify falsely to our children and we will not
bequeath to them meaningless words that have no value.
And they would not doubt at all our testimony that we
would testify to them but they will believe with certainty
that we all saw with our own eyes.
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The words of the Ramban are a basic tenet (foundation) of our belief and all should be fluent in
this. We see from the words of these great leaders of the generations that not only is there no
prohibition to search with what our intellect can grasp, but, on the contrary, there is an obligation
to do so. This is not a contradiction to TVIWd 71MK - simple faith.



